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Today, every inhabitant of this planet must contemplate the day 

when this planet may no longer be habitable. Every man, 

woman and child lives under a nuclear sword of Damocles, 

hanging by the slenderest of threads, capable of being cut at 

any moment by accident, or miscalculation, or by madness. 

The weapons of war must be abolished before they abolish us. 



















Detail from The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius, Pierre-Jaques Volaire, 1777.











Beats Dine Out

American writers Albert Saijo (left, with scarf), Jack Kerouac (1922 - 1969) 

(center, with rose in his mouth), and Lew Welch (1926 - 1971) (second right) sit 

with soon-to-be married couple Gloria Schoffel (second left) and photographer 

Fred McDarrah (right) at a table at the Egyptian Gardens restaurant (301 W. 

29th St.), New York, New York, December 10, 1959. They celebrate the 

completion of 'This is a Poem by Albert Saijo, Lew Welch, and Jack Kerouac' (later 

published as 'Trip Trap'), and was based on the trio's journey from San Francisco 

to New York in Welch's car and had been written that day at Schoffel and 

McDarrah's apartment. (Photo by Fred W. McDarrah/Getty Images)

https://www.gettyimages.ca/detail/news-photo/american-writers-albert-saijo-jack-kerouac-and-lew-welch-news-photo/83557041








BODHISATTVA VOWS

BODHISATTVA VOWS TO BE THE LAST ONE 
OFF THE SINKING SHIP — YOU SIGN UP & 
FIND OUT IT’S FOREVER — PASSENGER 
LIST ENDLESS — SHIP NEVER EMPTIES — 
SHIP KEEP’S SINKING BUT DOESN’T GO 
QUITE UNDER — ON BOARD ANGST PANIC 
& DESPERATION HOLD SWAY — TURNS 
OUT BODHISATTVAHOOD IS A FUCKING 
JOB LIKE ANY OTHER BUT DIFFERENT IN 
THAT THERE’S NO GOLDEN YEARS OF 
RETIREMENT — YOU’RE SPENDING ALL 
YOUR TIME & ENERGY GETTING OTHER 
PEOPLE OFF THE SINKING SHIP INTO 
LIFEBOATS BOUND GAILY FOR NIRVANA 
WHILE THERE YOU ARE SINKING — & OF 
COURSE YOU HAD TO GO & GIVE YOUR 
LIFEJACKET AWAY — SO NOW LET US BE 
CHEERFUL AS WE SINK — OUR SPIRIT EVER 
BUOYANT AS WE SINK.
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