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Holistic Environmental Ethics 

and the Problem of Ecofascism 

THE DARWINIAN ROOTS OF THE I.AND ETHIC 

Of all the environmental ethics so far devised, the land ethic, first sketched 
by Aldo Leopold, is most popular among professional conservationists 
and least popular among professional philosophers. Conservationists are 
preoccupied with such things as the anthropogenic pollution of air and 
water by industrial and municipal wastes, the anthropogenic reduction in 
numbers of species populations, the outright anthropogenic extinction of 
species, and the invasive anthropogenic introduction of other species into 
places not their places of evolutionary origin. Conservationists as such are 
not concerned about the injury, pain, or death of nonhuman specimens­
that is, of individual animals and plants--except in those rare cases in 
which a species' populations are so reduced in number that che conserva­
tion of every specimen is vital co the conservation of the species. On the 
other hand, professional philosophers, most of them schooled in and in­
telleccually committed to the Modern classical theories of ethics, are ill­
prepared co comprehend morally such "holistic" concerns. Professional 
philosophers are inclined co dismiss holistic concerns as nonmoral or to 
reduce them to concerns about either human welfare or the welfare of 
nonhuman organisms severally. And they are mystified by che land ethic, 
unable to grasp its philosophical foundations and pedigree. 
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determined by the application of two second-order principles. The first, 
SOP-I, requires an agent co give priority to the first-order principles gen­
erated by the more venerable and more intimate community memberships. 
Thus, when holistic environment-oriented duties are in direct conflict 
with individualistic human-oriented duties, the human-oriented duties 
take priority. The land ethic is, therefore, not a case of ecofascism. How­
ever, the second second-order principle, SOP-2, requires an agent co give 
priority to the stronger interests at issue. When the indication determined 
by che application of SOP-I is reinforced by the application of SOP-2, an 
agent's choice is dear. When the indication determined by the application 
of SOP-I is contradicted by the application ofSOP-2, an agent's choice is 
equally dear: SOP-2 countermands SOP-I. Thus, when holistic environ­
ment-oriented duties are in conflict with individualistic human-oriented 
duties, and the holistic environmental inceresrs at issue are significantly 
stronger than the individualistic human inceresrs at issue, the former take 
priority. 

 




