The History of Indian Philosophy
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I. THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD
The Indus Valley Civilization
The migrations of the “Aryans,” the earliest hymns of the Rg Veda.
Age of the Ramayana.

II. THE VEDIC PERIOD
The Rg Veda.
The Great Bharata War depicted in the Mahabharata —the age of Krsna.
Early version of the Mahabharata, surely at least in oral tradition.
The later Vedas, the Brahmanas, the Aranyakas and the early Upanisads.

ITI. THE EPIC PERIOD
The Ramayana.
The Mahabharata.
The Bhagavad Gita (others date it to c. 100 B.C.E—100 C.E.).
Kautiltya's Arthasastra.
The Manusmrti (The Laws of Manu).

IV. DISSENT IN THE EPIC PERIOD
The Brhaspati Siitra, the basis of the Carvaka Darshana.
Death of Vardhamana Mahavira (according to Jain tradition).
Life of Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha.
First Buddhist Council: The Theravada Buddhist Canon as it exists today
was settled at this Council and preserved as an oral tradition.
Second Buddhist Council: first schism of the Sangha.
Invasion by Alexander of Macedon.
Maurya dynasty.
Reign of Asoka
Third Buddhist Council. Mogalllputta-tissa’s Kathavatthu.
Period of greatest Buddhist and Jain influence in India.
The Pali Canon or Tripitaka written down on palm leaves in Pali at the
Aloka Cave, Sri Lanka.

V. THE SUTRA PERIOD
Badarayana’s Vedanta Siitra.
Jaimini’s Parvamimamsa Siitra.
Gautama’s Nyaya Siitra and Kanada's Vaisesika Siitra.
Patafijali’s Yoga Siitra.
I$vara Krsna’s Saritkhya Karika.
Vatsyayana’s Kama Siitra.
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VI. THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUDDHISM

Asvaghosa’s Buddhacarita, first complete biography of the Buddha.
Rise of Mahayana Buddhism:
The Saddharmapundarika Siitra.
The Prajiiaparamita Siitras:
Mahaprajiaparamita Hrdaya Siitra.
Vajraccedika Siitra.
Nagarjuna, author of The Miilamadhyamika Karikas; the development of
the Madhyamika School.
The Lankavatara Siitra.
Vasubandhu’s Abhidharmakosa.
Asanga and Vasubandhu: development of the Yogacara School.
Buddhaghosa’s Visuddhimagga.
Buddhism disappears as organized religious force in India.

V. THE COMMENTARY PERIOD
Sabara-bhasya on Pirvamimarisa Stitra.
Composition of the Mahapuranas.
Spread of Vaisnavism, espeicially the Krsna cult. Beginning of Tantricism.
Vydsa’s Yoga-bhisya.
Life of Guadapada, author of Karikis on the Mandukya Upanisad.
Flourishing of Kasmir Saivism as well as bhakti religions.
Life of Sathkaracarya, author of Saritkarabhasya.
Vacaspati Misra’s Tattva-vaisaradi.
Life of Ramanuja, author of Sri-bhasya.
Life of Madhvacarya, author of Brahma Siitra-bhisya.

VI. THE RENAISSANCE PERIOD
Life of Mahatma Gandhi.
Life of Sr Aurobindo Ghose.
Life of Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.
Life of Paramahamsa Yogananda.
Life of J. Krishnamurti.
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