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KEY TERMS 

mIma~sa 
mémäàsä    profound thought or reflection, investigation 
Mimamsa    the philosophical system focusing on the investigation of  
     Dharma; emphasizes authority of the Vedas 

vedaNt 
vedänta    literally “end of the Vedas” 
Vedanta    philosophical system based on the Upanishads 

 

AÖEt 
Advaita    “not two” or non-dualism 
Advaita    Advaita Vedanta is the non-dualist Vedanta system 
 

ivizòaÖEt 
viçiñöädvaita    “vishishta” means “distinguished,” “peculiar” 
Vishishtadvaita   Vishistadvaita Vedanta is “qualified non-dualism” 
 

sgu[ äün! 
saguëa Brahman   Brahman with the gunas 
Saguna Brahman   Brahman manifested within Prakriti 
 

inguR[ äün! 
nirguëa brahman   Brahman without the gunas 
Nirguna Brahman   The Absolute, Brahman without qualities 

 

siTctanNd 
satcitänanda    sat=being; cit=awareness; ananda=bliss 
Sat-Cit-Ananda   the absolute being, awareness and bliss of Brahman 
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jIvNmú  
jévanmukta    an enlightened being 
Jivan-mukta    one who has achieved moksha while still alive 
 
KEY TEXTS  
Pürva Mémäàsä  

Mémäàsä Sütra (by Jaimini, c. 200 B.C.E) 
 Çabarabhäñya (commentary on the Mémäàsä Sütra, by Çabara, c. first century B.C.E) 
 Båhati tékä on the Çabarabhäñya (by Prabhäkara, eighth century C.E) 
 Prakaraëapaïcikä (by Çälikanätha, eighth century C.E) 
 Çlokavärttika (by Kumärila Bhaööa, eighth century C.E) 
 
Vedänta 

Brahma Sütra [also known as the Vedänta Sütra] (by Bädaräyaëa, c. 500-200 B.C.E) 
   
 Advaita Vedänta 

Çaàkaräcärya [Shankara] (788-820 C.E) 
  Ätmabodha (“The Self-Cognition”) 
  Bhagavadgétäbhäñya (“Commentary on the Bhagavad Gita”) 
  Brahmasütrabhäñya (“Commentary on the Brahma Sutra”) 
  Upaniñadbhäñyas (“Commentary on the Upanishads”) 
  Upadeçasähäså (“The Thousand Teachings”) 
  Nirväëaçatka  
  Nirväëamaïjaré 
 
 Viçiñöädvaita Vedänta 
 Rämänuja (eleventh century C.E)  
  Çrébhäñya 
  Gétäbhäñya 
  Vedärthasaàgraha 
 
 Dvaita Vedänta 
 Madhva (1197-1296 C.E) 
  Sarvadarçaëasaàgraha 
 
 Vedäntasära (an introduction to Vedänta, by Sadänanda, c. 1500 C.E) 
 
 Païcadaçé (a post-Çaàkara Advaita treatise, by Vidyäraëya, c. 14th century) 
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QUESTIONS  
1. What is the central problem of the Purva Mimamsa system of philosophy and how 

is this problem addressed?  What is liberation according to Purva Mimamsa and 
how is this achieved? 

 
2. Explain how Shankara’s essential teaching amounts to an explication of the 

fundamental Upanishadic phrase tat tvam asi? Why is his system thus referred to 
as Advaita Vedanta? 

 
3. Explain Shankara’s teaching about the Self concealed within the five sheaths and 

how this relates to the syllable Om and the levels of consciousness that is the 
subject of the Mandukya Upanishad.  

 
4. From Shankara’s point of view what is the relationship between the karma, bhakti, 

and jnana yogas? What is the highest path to enlightenment and why is this so? 
 
5. What is the difference between the two kinds of samadhi that are distinguished 

by Shankara and thus what is the highest state of enlightenment according to this 
view? What are the four states of mind that stand as obstacles to the attainment 
of enlightenment? 

 
6. What are the characteristics of a jivan-mukta according to Shankara? 
 
7. Why does Shankara teach that “[o]nly the one who has abandoned the notion 

that he has realized Brahman is a knower of the Self; and no one else”? 
 
8. In what ways might Mahayana Buddhism have influenced Shankara’s 

philosophy?  
 
9. What are the main features of Ramanuja’s version of Vedanta and how does it 

contrast with Shankara’s Advaita Vedanta? 
 
10. What are the distinguishing features of Madhva’s system of Vedanta and how 

does it contrast with Shankara’s Advaita Vedanta? 
 


