
The History of Indian Philosophy Timeline

I. The Prehistoric Period 

c.3000—1500 B.C.E. The Indus Valley Civilization

c.2000—1400 B.C.E. The migrations of the “Aryans,” the earliest hymns of the Åg Veda.

c.1900 B.C.E.  Age of the Rämäyaëa.

II. The Vedic Period

c.1500—1200 B.C.E. The Åg Veda.

c.1400 B.C.E. The Great Bhärata War depicted in the Mahäbhärata —the age of Kåñëa.

Early version of the Mahäbhärata, surely at least in oral tradition.

c.900—500 B.C.E. The later Vedas, the Brähmaëas, the Äraëyakas and the early Upaniñads.

III. The Epic  Period

c. 1000 B.C.E. The Rämäyaëa.

c.800 B.C.E.—c.400 C.E. The Mahäbhärata.

c.500—200 B.C.E. The Bhagavad Gétä (others date it to c. 100 B.C.E.—100 C.E.).

c.300  B.C.E. Kauöiléya’s Ärthaçästra.

c.200 B.C.E.—100 C.E.  The Manusmåti (The Laws of Manu).

IV. Dissent in The Epic  Period

c.600 B.C.E. The Båhaspati Sütra, the basis of the Cärväka Darshana.

c.527 B.C.E. Death of Vardhamäna Mahävéra (according to Jain tradition).

c.563—483 B.C.E. Life of Siddhärtha Gautama, the Buddha.

c.480 B.C.E. First Buddhist Council: The Theravada Buddhist Canon as it exists today

was settled at this Council and preserved as an oral tradition.

c.380 B.C.E. Second Buddhist Council: first schism of the Sangha.

c.327—325 B.C.E. Invasion by Alexander of Macedon.

c.322—185 B.C.E. Maurya dynasty.

c.273—237 B.C.E. Reign of Açoka

c.250 B.C.E. Third Buddhist Council. Mogall§putta-tissa’s Kathävatthu.

c.200 B.C.E.—200 C.E. Period of greatest Buddhist and Jain influence in India.

c.35—32 B.C.E. The Pali Canon or Tripiöaka written down on palm leaves in Pali at the

Aloka Cave, Sri Lanka.

V. The Sutra  Period 

c.500—200 B.C.E. Bädaräyaëa’s Vedänta Sütra.

c.400—200 B.C.E. Jaimini’s Pürvamémämsä Sütra.

c.300 B.C.E. Gautama’s Nyäya Sütra and Kaëäda’s Vaiçeñika Sütra.

c.100 B.C.E.—500 C.E. Pataïjali’s Yoga Sütra.

c.250—325  C.E. Éçvara Kåñëa’s Säðkhya Kärikä.

c.400—500 C.E. Vatsyäyana’s Käma Sütra.



The History of Indian Philosophy Timeline

Vi. The development of buddhism 

c.100—200  C.E. Açvaghoña’s Buddhacarita, first complete biography of the Buddha.

c.100—200  C.E.   Rise of Mahäyäna Buddhism:

The Saddharmapuëòaréka Sütra.

  The Prajïäpäramitä Sütras:

Mahäprajïäpäramitä Hådaya Sütra.

Vajraccedikä Sütra.

c.150—250  C.E. Nägärjuna, author of The Mülamädhyamika Kärikäs; the development of

the Mädhyamika School.

c.300—400  C.E. The Laìkävatära Sütra.

c.400—500  C.E. Vasubandhu’s Abhidharmakoça.

c.400—500  C.E. Asanga and Vasubandhu: development of the Yogäcära School.

c.400—500  C.E. Buddhaghosa’s Visuddhimagga.

1025—1137 C.E. Buddhism disappears as organized religious force in India.

V. The Commentary period

c.100 B.C.E.-400  C.E. Çäbara-bhäñya on Pürvamémäðsä Sütra.

c.400—1000 C.E.  Composition of the Mahäpuräëas.

c.400  C.E. Spread of Vaiñëavism, espeicially the Kåñëa cult. Beginning of Tantricism.

C.400—500  C.E. Vyäsa’s Yoga-bhäñya.

C.700—750 C.E.  Life of Guaòapäda, author of Kärikäs on the Maëòukya Upaniñad.

since c 700 C.E. Flourishing of Käçmér Çaivism as well as bhakti religions.

C.788—820 C.E.  Life of Çaðkaräcärya, author of Çaðkarabhäñya.

c.850 C.E. Väcaspati Miçra’s Tattva-vaiçäradé.

1025—1137 C.E.  Life of Rämänuja, author of Çré-bhäñya.

C.1197—1276 C.E.  Life of Madhväcärya, author of Brahma Sütra-bhäñya.

Vi. The renaissance period

1869—1948 Life of Mahätmä Gandhi.

1872—1950 Life of Çré Aurobindo Ghose.

1888—1975 Life of Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.

.1893—1952 Life of Paramahamsa Yogänanda.

1895—1986 Life of J. Krishnamurti.
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